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Oenomaus of Gadara 


Oenomaus of Gadara (flor. ca. 120 ce) was a Cynic philosopher and religious critic often identified 
with the Talmudic figure “Abnomos the Gadaran.” His individualistic philosophy was critical not 
only of previous Greek tradition (Julianus Imperator, Orationes 7.209b), but also of cult practice. 
In his work, Detection of Charlatans (Tof|TC 0 V Ocopa, Goeton Phora), he accused the priests 
of Clarian Apollo of chicanery, even denying the principles of divine providence and concern 
of the gods for humankind (Eusebius, Praep. ev. 33.15-17). His 2 lld -century date, Gadarene 
origin, and koine pronunciation of Oivopaot; ( Oinomaos ) have lead scholars to identify him 
with the thinker known in midrashic anecdotes as Abnomos (sometimes: Abnimos, Nimos) the 
Gadaran (mss. "run, hgrdy). Supposedly a conversant of R. Meir Baal haNes from neighboring 
Tiberias (Ruth R. 2:13), Abnomos is described as one of the leading “philosophers (pD"icn 1 ? 1 D, 
pylosopyn ) of the gentile world” and comparable to Balaam (Gen. R. 65:20; Lam. R. pref. 2) in 
his attempts to dissuade enemies from harming the Jews (PRK xv.5, Mandelbaum; Lam. R.(a) 
xli). The tradition perhaps recalls “the three philosophers” who disputed Hadrian’s divinity at 
the time of the second Revolt ( Tanhuma Gen. (Warsaw) vii). Abnomos’ remarks do presuppose 
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a Cynic outlook, suggesting, for instance, indifference to his father’s home and state (Ruth R. ii. 
13) as well as the belief that security lies in education rather than in force (PRK xv.5). Responses 
attributed to him are also practical rather than metaphysical: a builder’s material explanation for 
the Creation (Ex. R. xiii. 1); that peace is the basis of the world (ARN (B) xxiv.7-9); that the 
(moral?) source of wool determines its coloring (Tb Hag. 15b). Nonetheless, although the Rabbis 
sometimes listed “the signs” of the cynic (Olpirp, qynoqos ), these were merely examples in their 
own discussions (Gittin 38a; Ty Terumoth 2a) without a deeper understanding of his philosophy. 
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